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Who are we?
Membership

Represents producers, importers and users 
of the many potential substances

that fall within the broad definition of PFAS.

5Substances that contain at least one fully fluorinated methyl (CF3-) or methylene (-CF2-) carbon atom (without any H/Cl/Br/I atom attached to it)



How are we organized?

Grouping
Sub team

Advocacy/Comms
Working Group

(Eco)Toxicology 
Working Group

Technical
Working Group

Management
Committee 

Collaboration Platform
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Collaboration Platform

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-industrial-strategy_en

OUR DOWNSTREAM USERS
COVER THE MAJORITY OF 
INDUSTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS!!

ESA is an observer!
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Wide PFAS REACH Restriction: Indicative Regulatory Timeline*

Dossier Preparation Political

5 CAs notify 
restriction 

RMOA intention

6 May 2020

Deadline for 
proposal 

submission

13 January 2023

60 days 
informal 
Call for 

Evidence

MaǇ͚ϮϬ ʹ
JƵlǇ͚ϮϬ

RAC /SEAC 30-
days conformity 

check

Jan-Feb͚Ϯϯ

6-months public consultation

Ε MaƌͬApƌ͚Ϯϯ ʹ AƵgͬSep ͚Ϯϯ

ECHA sends complied 
opinions to COM

Ε Qϯ ͚Ϯϰ

60-days public 
consultation on 

SEAC draft 
opinion

~ Dec'23- Jan͚Ϯϰ

RAC & SEAC 
meetings

Apƌ͚Ϯϯ

RAC final opinion
SEAC draft opinion

Dec ͚Ϯϯ

ECHA publishes 
dossier

Mar-Apƌ͚Ϯϯ

RAC & SEAC 
meetings

JƵlǇ ͚Ϯϯ

RAC & SEAC 
meetings

Sep ͚Ϯϯ

SEAC adopts 
final opinion

Maƌ ͚Ϯϰ

RAC opinion development

SEAC opinion development

* Assuming the earliest possible timeline. 

Risk Assessment Phase Risk Management PhasePreparatory Phase

Publication in OJ

Ε Qϭ ͚Ϯϲ

Process...

Following EU 
Commission 

proposal, scrutiny 
by EP & Council

ECHA process (18-21 months)

5 CAs notify 
restriction 
intention

15 July 2021

60 days Call 
for 

Evidence

JƵlǇ͚Ϯϭʹ
Sep͚Ϯϭ

Last updated 25 February 2022

We are here
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PFAS restriction process: some knows 
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Wider PFAS restriction: dossier under preparation by NL, DE, DK, SE, NO 
(submission January 2023).

Some knows:

• Group approach;

• Common concern persistency, additional concerns;

• All uses, except fire fighting foams;

• Commission and European Parliament support the restriction;

• All PFAS in fire-fighting foams restriction: Risk assessment will apply to the wider PFAS 
restriction.

• Other restriction to consider: Intentionally added microplastics, PFHxA, Perfluorinated
carboxylic acids (C9-14 PFCAs) and PFHS



PFAS restriction process: some unknows 
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Some unknows:

• Most probably will be structured by applications/uses;

• This will follow previous restrictions e.g PFHxA and  Intentionally added 
microplastics;

• The approach adopted by the dossier submitters in the 2nd consultation.



• Potential end result of the PFAS restriction

PFAS restriction process 

76. Substances that contain at least one fully 
fluorinated methyl (CF3-) or methylene (-CF2-) 
carbon atom (without any H/Cl/Br/I atom 
attached to it

15 July 2028 

0.1% of a 

PFAS

Followed by many pages including
derogations, longer transition period
and higher concentration limits.

This is just to give you
an idea͙
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15 July 2028 
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PFAS restriction process 

Some unknows:

• Derogations?

RAC: considers whether the restriction is 
appropriate for reducing the risks posed to 
human health or the environment.

The answer to the consultation will need to 
show that emissions are controlled. important 
elements: Site-specific uses, RMM in place, 
control use including manufacturing, life cycled 
and disposal.

Elements to consider in RAC an SEAC consultations?

SEAC: evaluates the socio-economic impact 
of the proposed restriction on manufacture, 
placing on the market or use of a substance.

The answer to the consultation will need to 
show the cost of restricting an application, 
Important elements: alternatives and cost 
including societal cost, health cost, substitution 
cost etc.
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FPP4EU supports the idea of a decision tree

Does it meet EU 
PFAS definition?

NO

YES

OUT OF SCOPE

Industrial use only?

Subject to other EU 
(product) legislation?

YES
Restriction prevails? OUT OF SCOPE

NO

YES Emissions controlled/ 
controllable?

YES
WŽƌŬeƌƐ͛ ƐafeƚǇ eŶƐƵƌed͍

NO

YES
ALLOW DEROGATION

USE VITAL FOR SOCIETY?

NO

Safety dossier complete?

NO

Generate data until dossier 
considered complete

YES No unacceptable risk 
throughout life cycle?

NO

YES ALLOW WITH CONDITIONS
(as appropriate)

NO

RESTRICTION WITH 
DEADLINE

YES

ALLOW DEROGATION

NO

NO

YES

n

o

p

q

Upcoming restriction : can grouping work?

Assessment by authorities with IND/stakeholder input? 

Stopping points
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• Industrial uses versus PFAS ending up in consumer products/ articles

Industrial use only?
YES Emissions controlled/ 

controllable?
YES

WŽƌŬeƌƐ͛ ƐafeƚǇ eŶƐƵƌed͍
YES

ALLOW DEROGATION

USE VITAL FOR SOCIETY?

NO

Safety dossier complete?

NO

Generate data until dossier 
considered complete

YES No unacceptable risk 
throughout life cycle?

NO

YES ALLOW WITH CONDITIONS
(as appropriate)

NO

RESTRICTION WITH 
DEADLINE

YES

ALLOW DEROGATION

NO

NO

p

q

FPP4EU supports the idea of a decision tree

Upcoming restriction : can grouping work?
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• Risk assessment linked to function/ use/ exposure patterns and based on important properties/ features:
ʹ Physico-chemical properties, incl. size/molecular weight, physical state, Kow, etc.
ʹ Presence in the environment (different media)
ʹ Offŝcŝaů ƐƚaƚƵƐ Žf PBT͕  CMR ͕ ED͕ ͙
ʹ Human data, New Approach Methodologies (NAMs) for risk assessment and read-across proposals
ʹ Potential emissions throughout life cycle (involving DUs)
ʹ Circularity and end-of-life considerations; appropriate disposal

FPP4EU supports the idea of a decision tree

Upcoming restriction : can grouping work?

Industrial use only?
YES Emissions controlled/ 

controllable?
YES

WŽƌŬeƌƐ͛ ƐafeƚǇ eŶƐƵƌed͍
YES

ALLOW DEROGATION

USE VITAL FOR SOCIETY?

NO

Safety dossier complete?

NO

Generate data until dossier 
considered complete

YES No unacceptable risk 
throughout life cycle?

NO

YES ALLOW WITH CONDITIONS
(as appropriate)

NO

RESTRICTION WITH 
DEADLINE

YES

ALLOW DEROGATION

NO

NO

p

q
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• Essential uses idea to be considered
• Companies/ downstream users to include assessments of (absence of) alternatives

FPP4EU supports the idea of a decision tree

Upcoming restriction : can grouping work?

Industrial use only?
YES Emissions controlled/ 

controllable?
YES

WŽƌŬeƌƐ͛ ƐafeƚǇ eŶƐƵƌed͍
YES

ALLOW DEROGATION

USE VITAL FOR SOCIETY?

NO

Safety dossier complete?

NO

Generate data until dossier 
considered complete

YES No unacceptable risk 
throughout life cycle?

NO

YES ALLOW WITH CONDITIONS
(as appropriate)

NO

RESTRICTION WITH 
DEADLINE

YES

ALLOW DEROGATION

NO

NO

p

q
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Objetivos 
del

Pacto 
Verde

Europeo

Comunidad 
de usuarios 
compleja y 

diversa

9 There is an imminent regulatory process that may restrict the use of PFAS in sealants.

9 Providing data and helping the authorities in the decision process is essential.

9 We may need to consider to start looking in to how to propose derogations.

9 Industry must collaborate in this restriction process.
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Conclusions
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